JEWISH OLYMPIC CHAMPIONs
VICTIMs OF THE HOLOCAUST *1)
BY DR. URIEL sIMRI

T

he fact that it pretended to value Olympism, especially prior to and during the Berlin Olympics of 1936,
did not prevent the Nazi regime of Germany from
killing every Jewish Olympic medalist it could lay its bloodstained hands on during World War II.
Among the Nazi victims were three Olympic pioneers,
who gained Olympic glory already in the first modern
games in Athens, back in 1896.
The gymnast Alfred Flatow from Germany, who gained
three Olympic gold medals as well as one silver medal in
Athens, was destined to perish in the concentration camp of
Theresienstadt (Czechoslovakia), after having been
declared “an enemy of the Reich’. His date of death has
been registered as December 28, 1942 (Bernett, 1987: 94102).
Alfred’s cousin, Gustav Felix Flatow, himself a winner of
two Olympic gold medals in 1896 in Athens, died of starvation, also in Theresienstadt, on January 29, 1945.
As of 1987 the Deutsche Turnerbund (the German
Federation for Gymnastics) hands out a memorial medal in
honour of Alfred and Gustav Felix Flatow to an outstanding
gymnast (Steins, 1987: 103-110). More recently the boulevard leading up to the Olympic stadium in Berlin has been
renamed from “Reichssportfeld-allee” to “Alfred und
Gustav Felix Flatow-Allee”. *2)
The German Philatelic Service has honoured the Flatow
cousins by devoting the most expensive stamp in a series on
Olympic champions to them.
The third Jewish athlete who gained glory at the Athens
Olympics and later became a victim of the Holocaust was
Otto Herschmann of Austria. Herschmann stands out not
only because he won during his athletic career Olympic
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medals in two different sports—in 1896 a third place in 100
metre freestyle swimming and in 1912 a silver medal as a
member of the Austrian team for fencing with the sabre; a
fact that has been achieved by very few athletes in the onehundred years history of the modern Olympic Games, but
also due to the fact that while competing in the 1912
Olympics at Stockholm, he served as chairman of a body
that was equivalent to a National Olympic Committee.
Kamper claims that Dr. Herschmann, who perished in the
concentration camp of Izbica, to which he was deported on
June 14, 1942, a camp from which not a single person survived the Holocaust, was the only chairman of a NOC who
gained an Olympic medal while in office (Kamper, 1982: 5051).

T

he three Jewish Olympic medallists from Hungary
who perished in the Holocaust were all fencers with
the sabre. Dr. Oszkar Gerde gained gold medals in the
team competition back in London 1908 and Stockholm 1912.
Janos Garay won a gold medal in Amsterdam 1928, as well
as a silver and a bronze medal in Paris 1924. Attila
Petschauer gained a silver medal in Amsterdam 1928 and a
gold medal in Los Angeles 1932. Both Gerde and Garay perished in the concentration camp of Mauthausen (Austria),
while Petschauer could not be saved by the Soviet Army,
which liberated his labor camp in the Ukraine, where he
died soon after the liberation as an aftermath to his tortures.
Both Garay and Petschauer also had two European championship titles to their credit (Szabo, 1993: 11-13).
Among the people who tortured Petschauer to death in
the labor camp was, according to Siegman (1997: 76), a fellow participant in the Hungarian delegation to the 1928
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