OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES
BRAIN TEASER

Jason, Jennifer, Will, Marianne, Eddie, Graciela, and Y asmin are part of the United States Olympic team. They
are each from adifferent state. (Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, New Hampshire, Texas, New Mexico, and Utah) and
they are also each competing in adifferent event (freestyle skiing, speedskating, figure skating, snowboarding,

curling, skeleton, and ice hockey).

Figure out the state each person is from and the event in which he or she is competing.

The person competing in the snowboarding event isfrom New
England. Thisis his second time at the Games.

The person competing in the figure skating event is from the
Southwest. Thisis her second time at the Games.

The person from Texas and her friend invited the person from
Alaskato dinner. The person from Alaska thought it was a great
idea, and she gladly accepted.

Y asmin had lunch with someone she met. The person she met is
competing in the figure skating event.

The person competing in the skeleton event is from a Rocky
Mountain state. Thisis her third time at the Games.

Marianne has never been to New Hampshire.
Jason has never been to Oregon.

The person competing in the ice hockey event isfrom the
Pacific Northwest. Thisis hisfirst time at the Games.

Will had lunch with someone he met. The person he met is
competing in the curling event.

The person from Utah and her friend invited the person from
Alaskato dinner. The person from Alaskathought it was a great
idea, and she gladly accepted.

The person from Oregon and his friend invited the person from
Hawaii to dinner. The person from Hawaii thought it was a great
idea, and he gladly accepted.

Jennifer did not compete in the speedskating event.

The person from New Mexico is not competing in the freestyle
skiing event.

The person competing in the freestyle skiing event is from the
Southwest. Thisis her third time at the Games.

Y asmin and Graciela have never been to Utah before.

The person from Texasis not competing in the skeleton event.
Gracielaand Eddie are not from New Mexico.

Eddie has never been to Texas.

Marianne did not competein the curling or figure skating
events.

The person from New Mexico is not competing in the skeleton
event.

The person from New Mexico and her friend invited the person
from New Hampshireto dinner. The person from New
Hampshire thought it was agreat idea, and he gladly accepted.
Marianne did not compete in the freestyle skiing event.
Jennifer is not from Alaska.

The person from Alaskais not competing in the speedskating
event.

Gracidlahad lunch with someone she met. The person she met
is competing in the speedskating event.



WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES BRAINTEASER ANSWER KEY

NAME STATE EVENT
Jason New Hampshire snowboarding
Eddie Oregon ice hockey
Jennifer  New Mexico figure skating
Graciela Texas freestyle skiing

Will Hawaii speedskating
Marianne Utah skeleton

Yasmin Alaska curling

Logical steps:
Reorganize information, eliminate irrelevant information, sequence information:

The per son competing in the snowboar ding event isfrom New England. Thisishissecond time at the Games.

There is only one New England state listed. Snowboarding = New Hampshire. There are 3 boys listed so Jason, Eddie or
Will are possible snowboarders

The person competing in the freestyle skiing event isfrom the Southwest. Thisisher third timeat the Games.

There is only one Southwestern state listed. Freestyle Skiing = Texas There are 4 girls listed so Jennifer, Marianne,
Graciela or Yasmin are the possible skiers

The person competing in theice hockey event isfrom the Pacific Northwest. Thisishisfirst timeat the Games.

There is only one Pacific Northwest state listed. Ice Hockey = Oregon. There are 3 boys listed so Jason, Eddie or Will are
possible hockey players

The person competing in the skeleton event isfrom a Rocky Mountain state. Thisisher third timeat the Games.
The person competing in the figur e skating event isfrom a Rocky M ountain state. Thisisher second time at the Games.

There are two Rocky Mountain states listed, Utah and New Mexico. There are 4 girls listed so Jennifer, Marianne,
Graciela or Yasmin are the possible skeleton or figure skaters



What we know so far:

Region States Event Male/Female Names

New England New Hampshire Snowboarding Male Jason, Will, Eddie

Southwest Texas Freestyle Skiiing Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin
Pacific Northwest Oregon Ice Hockey Male Jason, Eddie, Will

Rocky Mountain ~ Utah, New Mexico Skeleton, Figure Skating Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin

The person from New Mexico isnot competing in the freestyle skiing event.

The person from Texasisnot competing in the skeleton event.

Information not necessary- we know that the freestyle skier is from Texas

The person from New Mexicoisnot competing in the skeleton event.

There are two Rocky Mountain states listed as possible skeleton or figure skating homes, Utah and New Mexico. Since
the skeleton is not New Mexico, Skeleton = Utah, Figure Skating = New Mexico. There are 4 girls listed so Jennifer,

Marianne, Graciela or Yasmin are the possible skeleton

What we know so far:

Region States Event Male/Female Names

New England New Hampshire Snowboarding Male Jason, Will, Eddie

Southwest Texas Freestyle Skiiing Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin
Pacific Northwest Oregon Ice Hockey Male Jason, Eddie, Will

Rocky Mountain  Utah Skeleton Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin
Rocky Mountain  New Mexico Figure Skating Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin

Jason has never been to Oregon.

Jason can't be the Ice Hockey player. That leaves Eddie and Will

Yasmin and Graciela have never been to Utah before.

Yasmin and Graciela are not entered in Skeleton. That leaves Jennifer and Marianne.
Gracielaand Eddie are not from New Mexico.

We know that the person from New Mexico is female, so information about Eddie is not necessary. Eliminate Graciela and
that leaves Jennifer, Marianne and Yasmin



Marianne has never been to New Hampshire.

Information not necessary, the person from New Hampshire is male

Eddie hasnever been to Texas.

Information not necessary, the person from Texas is female

What we know so far:

Region

New England
Southwest
Pacific Northwest
Rocky Mountain

Rocky Mountain

States

Alaska

Hawaii

New Hampshire
Texas

Oregon

Utah

New Mexico

Event Male/Female

Curling, Speedskating

Curling, Speedskating

Snowboarding Male
Freestyle Skiiing Female
Ice Hockey Male
Skeleton Female
Figure Skating Female

Theperson from Alaskaisnot competing in the speedskating event.

Names

all

all

Jason, Will, Eddie

Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin
Eddie, Will

Jennifer, Marianne

Jennifer, Marianne, Yasmin

Since there are only two states, Alaska and Hawaii and two events, curling and speedskating left, this means that Alaska
= Curling and Hawaii = Speedskating

Region States Event Male/Female Names
Alaska Curling Jason, Will, Eddie, Jennifer, Marianne Graciela
Hawaii Speedskating Jason, Will, Eddie, Jennifer, Marianne Graciela
New England New Hampshire Snowboarding Male Jason, Will, Eddie
Southwest Texas Freestyle Skiiing Female Jennifer, Marianne, Graciela, Yasmin
Pacific Northwest Oregon Ice Hockey Male Eddie, Will
Rocky Mountain  Utah Skeleton Female Jennifer, Marianne
Rocky Mountain ~ New Mexico Figure Skating Female Jennifer, Marianne, Yasmin



Jennifer did not competein the speedskating event.

Jennifer isnot from Alaska.

Eliminate Jennifer from Alaska and Hawaii

Mariannedid not competein thecurling or figure skating events.
Mariannedid not competein thefreestyle skiing event.

Marianne is not from Alaska, Texas or New Mexico

The person from Utah and her friend invited the person from Alaskato dinner. The person from Alaska thought it wasa great
idea, and she gladly accepted.

The person from Texasand her friend invited the person from Alaskato dinner. The person from Alaskathought it wasa
great idea, and she gladly accepted.

The person from Alaska is female

The person from Oregon and hisfriend invited the person from Hawaii to dinner. The person from Hawaii thought it wasa
great idea, and he gladly accepted.

The person from Hawaii is male

The person from New Mexico and her friend invited the person from New Hampshire to dinner. The person from New
Hampshirethought it wasa great idea, and he gladly accepted.

Information unnecessary. We know that the person from New Mexico is female and the person from New Hampshire is
male

Region States Event Male/Female Names
Alaska Curling Marianne, Graciela
Hawaii Speedskating Jason, Will, Eddie
New England New Hampshire Snowboarding Male Jason, Will, Eddie
Southwest Texas Freestyle Skiiing Female Jennifer, Graciela, Yasmin
Pacific Northwest Oregon Ice Hockey Male Eddie, Will
Rocky Mountain ~ Utah Skeleton Female Jennifer, Marianne
Rocky Mountain  New Mexico Figure Skating Female Jennifer, Yasmin

Yasmin had lunch with someone she met. The person she met iscompeting in the figure skating event.

Yasmin is not a figure skater



Region

New England
Southwest
Pacific Northwest
Rocky Mountain

Rocky Mountain

Will had lunch with someone he met. The person he met iscompeting in the curling event.

States

Alaska

Hawaii

New Hampshire
Texas

Oregon

Utah

New Mexico

Event
Curling
Speedskating
Snowboarding
Freestyle Skiiing
Ice Hockey
Skeleton

Figure Skating

Male/Female

Female

Male

Male

Female

Male

Female

Female

Names

Graciela

Jason, Will, Eddie
Jason, Will, Eddie
Yasmin

Eddie, Will
Marianne

Jennifer

Graciela had lunch with someone she met. The person she met iscompeting in the speedskating event.

Will had lunch with the person in the curling event. We know that Graciela is the person in curling, therefore Will is the

person in speedskating

That leaves Eddie in ice hockey.

Eliminate Will and Eddie from snowboarding and that leaves Jason



